Introduction

The purpose of this study was to examine how both
traditional and nontraditional media reflected the issue of
migration during the European Migration Crisis from its peak
in 2015 to the European Commission’s declaration of its end
in 2019.

Our team chose to examine two key moments in reporting
during our timeframe: the publication of the photo of Aylan
Kurdi in 2015 and the arrest of Carola Rackete in 2019. We
then analyzed news articles written about each event that
were published by one more traditionally conservative news
outlet and one more traditionally liberal new outlet each in
Britain, Sweden, and Italy. We analyzed the articles,
comparing the word choice, tone, and message conveyed in
each, and then observed the public reaction to them on social
media by performing a content analysis of the comments left
under each article shared on Facebook and Twitter by the
news outlet’s official account.

Methodology

> Analyzed two events:
2015: Publication of photo of Aylan Kurdi
2019: Arrest of Capt. Carola Rackete

> Identified two native media sources
Research teams identified two outlets each from Sweden,
Italy, and the United Kingdom.
Outlets were prominent, reputable sources in each country,
one right-leaning and one left-leaning

> Compared media headlines
Researchers identified an article from each media outlet for
each event, for a total of 12 articles
Headlines from each article were compared and analyzed
for word choice, tone, and message conveyed

> Analyzed public reactions
Facebook and Twitter
Word bubbles were used to tally the most commonly used
words in social media comments in response to their
respective articles

> Our overall goal was to compare bias in headlines and see
how this correlated in the mood of responses through
social media
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Conclusion

Traditional:

United Kingdom: Kurdi — Both emotionally-charged titles and
articles; similar positions on the issue despite ideological
difference. | Rackete — Different perspectives from each
source. Daily Mailused negatively-charged words such as
“accused” and “ramming.” Guardian showed more sympathy
for Rackete.

Italy: Kurdi — 7/ Manifestofocused on the more emotional
aspects of the event, while 7/ Foglio asks us to look beyond the
emotions. | Rackete — 7/ Foglio was more critical of Racket
while // Manifesto had a more emotional appeal.

Sweden: Kurdi — The Right empathizes more on the crimes
committed and the Salvini narrative, whereas the Left has a
more nuanced stance. | Rackete - The media coverage of
Rackete in 2019 is, however, less extensive.

Social:

United Kingdom: The verbiage of the comments for The
Guardian, our left-leaning source, were much more people-
centered, focusing heavily on words like "people," "human,"
and "world," while our right-leaning source, The Guardian,
was more likely to see comments about legality and use
heavily negatively-charged words such as "trafficked," "jail,"
and "stupid." Therefore, we can conclude that the left is more
prone to an empathetic view.

Italy: The comments in 2015 are more emotional on the left;
on the right side, skepticism remains. In 2019 they are
polarized on two different themes: democracy and justice.

Sweden: Comments on social media tend to be polarizing
between left and right in 2015 and 2019. The comments in the
right articles call Rackete’s behavior reckless and non-heroic,
whereas the left is more sympathetic.
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